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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. As In claims 24-25, the limitations of claims 
24-25 lack practical application. In addition, the claimed "medium" includes 
"transmission media", as supported by the specification, i.e., [0017], is not a patentable 
subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 10-1 1 , 16 & 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lee et al. (5,664,123). 

a. In figures 1-3 and the respective descriptive sections, the Lee reference 
teaches all of the limitations of the claimed invention as follows: 
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Claims 1-4. 10 Lee et al. (5,664.123) 

• A computing system cx)mprising: 

o (10) 

• a port configured to operably connect an external device to the computing system; 
and 

o (26) 

• a mode controller operably connected to the port and configured to configure the 
port 

o (11,19.20) 

• between a powered mode and a non-powered mode in accordance with a 
programmatically selected port configuration 

o column 3, lines 47-68 

• non-powered mode/powered mode 

o feature of 9-pin communication/6-pin communication plus 
power, see also column 3, lines 47-68 

• 2. the port is a serial port including one or more pins 

o column 1, line 8 

• 3. a non-powered port logic connected to the port and being configured to operate 
the serial port in the non-powered mode; 

o feature of 9-pin communication , see also column 3, lines 
47-68 

• a powered port logic connected to the port and being configured to apply power to 
the port to operate the port in the powered mode; and 

o 6-pin communication plus power, see also column 3, 
lines 47-68 

• a switching logic configured to switch operations between the non-powered port 
logic and the powered port logic based on the programmatically selected port 
configuration. 

o Figures 2-3 

• 4. the non-powered port and the powered port logic are operably connected to at 
least one pin of the port 

o feature of 9-pin communication/6-pin communication plus 
power, see also column 3, lines 47-68 

• 10. a plurality of ports configured to operably connect an external device to the 
computing system 

o (312,311.24.26) 

Claims 11 & 16 Lee et al. 

• A method for controlling a port, comprising: 

o (10) 

• programmatically setting a mode control signal that identifies whether a port is to be 

• in a powered mode or a non-powered mode; 

o (11. 19, 20). column 3, lines 47-68 
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• if the mode control signal indicates the powered mode, applying power to the port; 

o feature of 9-pin communication/6-pin communication plus 
power, see also column 3, lines 47-68 

• if the mode control signal indicates the non-powered mode, disconnecting power to 
the port and configuring the port to process data signals. 

o feature of 9-pin communication/6-pin communication plus 
power, see also column 3, lines 47-68 

• 16. the programmatically setting step includes generating an electrical signal to set 
the mode control signal 

o feature of (11,19,20) 

b. As can be seen from above details, since the Lee reference teaches all of 
the claimed limitations, the claims 1-4, 10-1 1 & 16 are anticipated by the 
teachings of the Lee reference. 

c. As for claims 24-28, due to the similarity between the claims, the above 
teachings of the claims 1-4, 10-1 1 & 16 are similarly applied to claims 24-28. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5-9, 12-15, 17-23, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lee et al. (5,664,123). 

d. The teachings of the parent claims 1-4, 10-1 1, 16 & 24-28 are applied 



here where it's appropriate. 
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e. The following discussion contains offlcial notice clauses & the examiner 
will further access USPAT & USPGPUB for the future supports, when questioned 
or challenged. 

f. As for claims 5, 12, 13 are directed to the same gist of the parent claims, 
but further adds limitations regarding ring indicator & data carrier detect circuits; 
however, such limitations an obvious additions to the Lee's system. This is 
because, as can be seen from the Lee's system, RS-232 communication protocol 
standard are commonly used protocol and such protocol system includes many 
forms of ring detector/data carrier detect circuits; therefore, one skilled in the art 
can add such commonly known desired function. The examiner takes official 
notice on such well-known common knowledge on ring/data carrier detectors 
used in RS-232 communication protocol standard. In addition, the Lee reference 
also suggests/motivates to disconnect or switch three lines (i.e., not needed for 
the actual data communication) to power lines. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to one having ordinary skill in the art 
can utilize in the ring/data carrier environment system, as discussed above for 
the benefit of efficient usage/reducing ports. 

g. As for claims 6-9, 14-15, 17-23 & 28 further add limitations regarding to 
monitoring, displaying, or/and controlling ports of the earlier. However, such 
limitations are well known and commonly practiced in computing, data 
processing & controlling system. It is commonly known and commonly practiced 
as Graphical User Interface (GUI) & examiner takes official notice on such well- 
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known and cx)mmonly practiced technique. One skilled in the art knows the 
motivation and benefits of using such GUI option for easier & simpler notification 
and controlling of functioning systems such as Lees. However, in many 
situations, the GUI is not required, but desirable at a higher cost, to properly 
function. Therefore, it would have been obvious at the invention was made to 
one having ordinary skill in the art to add such commonly utilized such well 
known monitoring/displaying options for the easier & simpler 
monitoring/controlling a system. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher B. Shin whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4159. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-5:00 M,Tu,Th,F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Christopher Shin 
Primary Examiner 
Of 2181 



June 20, 2006 
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